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PREFACE. 


- 


1 public have been already favoured 
with two diſcourſes on the following 
ſerious occaſion, by 128 who are de- 
ſervedly in their high eſteem. Why then 
obtrude a third upon their notice? It has 
been repeatedly ſolicited: and ſolicited 
- for reaſons, which had no inconſiderable 
weight with the writer. The times may 
require every additional teſtimony to- the 
truth as it is in Jeſus:” and there may per- 
haps be a N departure from the 

urity of chriſtian doctrine, where it may 
feaſt of all be ſuſpected; and under ſuch a 
ſpecious pretence, as renders it the more 
inſinuating, and therefore the more dan- 
gerous. | 

In theſe few pages, it is humbly attempted 
to exhibit a IE view, an outline, of the 
official miniſtrations, and of the perſonal 
character of a late venerable preacher in 


our eſtabliſhment : which 1s offered to the 


candid 58 
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for himſelf, how far it may be ſaid to con- 
tain the vitality of divine truth; of every 


thing that belongs, in the language of ſacred. 
_ to life _ odlinefs.”” , | - 
It is not the deſigu of this ſhort ſketch, to 
celebrate the powers and ſufficiency of hu- 
man reaſon, or to exalt the dignity of human 
nature ; but, to illuſtrate the riches of divine 
grace, and to diſplay the virtue, and the 
efficacy of ſaving faith: to repreſent the 
— of the juſt, as it is delineated in the 
inſpired volume, and not in the falſe ap- 


pearance, by which it is heathenized, if F 


may ſo ſay, in the unſcriptural phraſeology of 
modern compoſitions. * en 

Aware of the ſeverity of criticiſm, the 
contempt- of ſome, the ignorance of many, 
and the prejudice of moſt, I have no refuge, 


but in the conſciouſneſs of having obferved 
that apoſtolical injunttion, univerſally ap- 


plicable to every caſe of this fort, © If any 
man ſpeak, let him ſpeak as THE ORACLES 
OF GOD : if any man miniſter, let him do it, 
as of the ability, which God om : that 
Gop in all things may be gloriſied through 


_ Chriſt Jeſus: to whom be praiſe and domi- 


nion for ever, and ever. Amen,” 


BS 


* 
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LIFE or er 


ROMANS 1. xvii. 


AS IT 18 WRITTEN, THE JUST SHALL LIVE BY 


n 


Auoxcsr the numerous depravities and 
evils, for which the prophet Iſaiah was once di- 
rected to take up his pious lamentation over the 
antient Ifrael—ſuch as their ſtupid ingratitude ; 
their irreligious inconftancy ; their ſelf-righteous 
hypocriſy, in obſerving the external forms of 
piety, | and even boaſting of them, while they 
were deſtitute of the inward and ſpritual grace 
of the thing; together with the moſt apoſtate cha- 
rater, blindneſs, and avarice of their ſhepherds— 
he adds, moreover, their profane inſenſibility, 5 
upon the death of the righteous; when he ſays, 
« The righteous F and no man layeth it 
to heart.“ 

That we may not be charged with the ſame im- 
pious indifference, ſome ofthe governors of this mer- 


ciful inſtitution, have called upon ys, to celebrate 
B the 
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dhe grace, and to improve the departure of one 


of the greateſt. bleſſings of this. kingdom one of 
the brighteſt ornaments of the church of God, 


which he hath purchaſed with his own blood—and 
one, of the beſt bentfatbots,” and friends, of this 
compaſſionate and uſeful eftabliſhment: for, . The 
memory of the juſt is hleſſed. The righteous ſhall 
be had in everlaſting remembrance. And, pre- 
cious in the fight df the Lord is the death of his 
RS . Ear 65 | a 
Of all the paſſages, that I could have ſelected 
from the ſacred oracles, I know of none more 
applicable to the preſent occafion, than that, which 
I have recited. And indeed, if there be any one, 
more intetefting—more fundamental or, more 
comprehenſive; than another, in all the inſpired 
writings, it appears to be this. It ſeems to be 
more intereſting,” betauſe it is more frequently 


repeated, and mote dlabotrately enforced: more 


fundamental, becauſe it is the very baſis of our 
religion; a firſt principle of chriſtianity; ſo chat 
if this maxim be oOmnitted, it ceaſes to be chriſ- 
tanity ; it is like ſeparating the ſoul from the body, 
and leaving it a lifeleſs corpſe. - And, it is more 
comprehenfive than any other; for, it virtually in- 
cludes the whole of divine revelation : all whoſe 
various branches, of dottrine, promiſe, and pre- 
cept, unite, like ſo many different rays, in this 
great centre. 0 ls 

1 confider myſelf, therefore, as ſelieiting your 
affEntivn to he mot intcreſting; fundamental, 


and 


* — 


(3) 
nd comptehenſive portion of inſpired truth; when 
I intreat your very ſerious and PEO _ 


to what 1 ſhall offer, 


1. Upon the nature of that Arn, which is 
ſo ſtrongly recommended to us in the ſacred 


ſcriptures. , | 
II. Upon the # ae oi of THE jusr. And, 
III. Upon THE LITE OF FAITH; or, the pe- 
culiar kind of life they are enabled to live, * 
their abode upon earth. 


— — 


SECTION I. 


1 hope it is by no means neceſſary for me to 
prove to chis audience, very minutely, what 
is ſo extremely evident to an attentive reader of 
the word of God, that, the Faith, of which I am 
now to treat, is celebrated in an uncommon manner 
in the Bible: that is, not by any human panygyriſt 
or renowned philoſopher, but, by the infallible 
pen of divine inſpiration itſelf ; by the holy Spirit 
of God. So very highly is it celebrated, and 
-honoured, in thoſe unerring Pages, however in- 
ſignificant it may be deemed, by thoſe, who either 
have not ſtudied the ſubject, or will not be de- 
eided by the viſdom and Judgment of heaven, 
that, 

If ever we be juſtified in the ſight of God, from 
the countleſs iniquities, which by thought, word, 
and — we have committed againſt the divine 
B 2 - majeſty 
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—— as the ſovereign of the univerſe, and the 
moral governor of the world, it muſt be by Faith, 


To demonſtrate this, is the great leading deſign of 


St. Paul in both his argumentative epiſtles to the 


Romans, and the Galatians. * And in this, all 
our venerable and apoſtolical reformers were 


perfectly agreed. It is indeed, what Luther very 
propery denominated, Articulus ſtantis, aut cadentis 


Eccleſiæ: and no man ought to be acknowledged 


a chriſtian preacher, who does not ſupport it 
with his utmoſt exertions. 

If ever we be brought into a ſtate of grace and 
ſalvation, it is by Faith. And, therefore, it is 
expreſsly ſaid, „ Examine yourſelves, whether 


ye be in the faith; prove your ownſelves; know 


ye not your ownletves, how that Jeſus Chriſt is in 
you except ye be reprobates?” 
Ifever we have boldneſs, and acceſs with confidence 


to the throne of grace, ſo as to have fellowſhip with 


the Father, and with his Son Jeſus Chriſt, and to find 


grace and ſtrength to help us in every time of need, 


it is by faith. As it is written, © Untome, who am 
leſs than the leaſt of all ſaints, is this grace given, 
that I ſhould preachamong the Gentiles the unſearch- 


'able riches of Chriſt; in whom we have boldneſs 


and acceſs wich confidence, by the faith of him. 
Having therefore boldneſs to enter into the holieſt, 
by the blood of Jeſus, let us draw near with a 


true heart, in full aſſurance of faith.” 


If ever we be purified, according to the purift 


cation of the true ny it will be by Faith. 
17 66 For 


9: 


“ For, in Chriſt Jeſus, neither circumciſion . 
any thing, nor uncircumciſion, but faith, which 
worketh by love. Purifying their hearts by faith. 
And this is the victory, which overcometh the 
world, even our faith.“ But, if you can poſſibly 
be ignorant of the ſanctifying virtue, and efficacy, 
of true faith, let me refer you to the clevents 
chapter of the epiſtle to the Hebrews. 1 
If ever we be preſerved, amidſt the great 3 
of enemies, temptations, difficulties, and ſorrows, 
we have to contend with, in our way to future 
bleſſedneſs and glory, it muſt be, by Faith. „ For, 
by faith ye ſtand, and not by natural ſtrength, 
or ſelf fufficient power: therefore be not high. 
minded, but fear.“ Le are kept by the power 
of God, through faith, unto ſalvation:“ which is 
the final conſummation. of faith itſel. 
\- To confirm the truth of theſe aſſertions, I pro- 
duce no human authorities. They are nothing, in 
this caſe. My appeal is, to ſomething: infinitely 
ſuperior to all that is called reaſon, philoſophy, 
or ſcience, by the wiſdom of this world. It is, to 
the Word of our God, which ſhall ſtand for ever: 
and nothing more, 1 think, need be added, to 
demonſtrate, that, the pen of divine inſpiration has 
celebrated the Faith: 2 the e in a Nr uncom- 
mon manner indeed. 
Now then, of wy ra numerous miſtakes, 
which are made in religious concerns, ſome of 
which are comparatively harmleſs, and, circum- 


ſtantial, while others are injurious to che purity, 


(6) 


the comfort, and the ſafety of mankind—few are 
3 more dangerous, or fatal, than thoſe ,which re- 
ſpebt the nature of faith: moſt of which, are as 
inexcuſable, as they are frequent among men, | 
| What multitudes are there, for inſtance, who 
1 ſuppoſe, that the mere empty, unaffedting profeſſion 
1 of faith, is faith itſelf; as in the caſe of Simon 
F Magus; who profeſſed the faith of Chriſt, and 
| was baptized under that profeſſion, though he was in 
uke gall of bitterneſs, and in the bond of injquity ; 


for, his heart was not right with God. 

How many are there again, who preſume, that 
they are neceſſarily poſſeſſed of the chriſtian faith, 
for no better a reaſon, than becauſe they have 
been educated from their infancy in the principles 
| of that religion. Neither are there wanting thoſe, | 
who, with equal abſurdity, and miſtake, either take 
it for granted, or elſe attempt to prove by force of 
1 argument, that no other faith is requiſite, but what 
{| ] is the fruit of our rational powers, and the com- 

. mon exerciſe of our natural underſtanding. But, 
. 1 I muſt be allowed to aſſure you, that theſe are all 
| 
| 


of them egregious errors: and, the more to be re- 
proved, and condemned, inasmuch as they are 
wilful. For, they are not to be accounted 
3 for, but by aſcribing them, either to determined 
ignorance, to corrupt prejudice, or to that pride of 
heart, which is ſtill more corrupt. Certain it is, 
we might every one of us be undeceived in theſe 
N if we wen have honeſty, and humility 

2 3 $290 11 2316 4190/0 int enough; 


(1.9) 
enough, to have reecurſe 40 the tern ions 2 
as Sur light, and guide. i 
From that light, we ſhall 1 3 we 
look up to it, wich ſimplicity and godly ſincerity, 
that the faith, whoſe particular nature we are now 
illuſtrating, is 4 heavenly 6t. As it is Written, 
By grace are ye ſaved, through Faith; and that, 
not of yourſelves, it is the gift of God.“ Such is 
the poſitive afſertion of a writer, who was taught. 
of God by ſupernatural revelation. And, if it be 
modeſt and decent, to defer our opinion to a moſt 
conſummate judge, ſurely it would be highly im- 
proper to diſpute this point with an apoſtle. 
As it is an heavenly gift, it is alſo ſpoken of as 
a ſpiritual Grace; and, as ſueh, though it is indeed in 
the moſt exalted ſenſe, a rational [exerciſe of the 
mind, it is rather to be conſidered as & gracious 
diſpoſition. of the renewed: heart. Far with the 
heart man believeth unto righteouſneſs. ; If thou 
believeſt, with all thine heart, ſaid Philip to the 
Ethiopian Eunuch, who was one = N 
Iſaiah, in his chariot. | 
But that our view: of a thing, ſo very important, | 
and eſſential as this is, may be as complete, as 
poſſible, let me not forget to remind you, that the 
kind of faich, of which we are treating, is ſo far 
from being an airy ſpeculation, or a ſuperficial 
profeſſion, chat it is expreſsly ſaid to be of divine 
operation upon the human foul. + I make uſe of 
inſpired language, however unfaſhionable, and in. 
| elegant, i it may deemed by faftidious refinement, and 
claffical 


(8) 
claſſical affedtation, when I ſtate tor you, that it is 


the peculiar gift of heaven—it is a gift by grace 


and, it is of the operation of God. It is God him- 
ſelf, by his own inviſible, yet efficacious agency, 
who produces it, wherever it really is; and the 
medium, or inſtrument, through which it is pro- 
duced, is, the written word; ſometimes called, if 
you recolleA, the word of faith. “ So then, faith 
cometh by hearing, and un by the word 
of God.” 

I ſhall remark only once more, upon a fubje, 
which ought to be as clear as the light; which 


ſhould always be treated with a method the moſt 


exact, and with perſpicuity the moſt luminous, 
that, the Faith of the juſt contains in its very na- 
ture, a diſtin knowledge, a right judgment, and a 
cordial affection to divine things. A diſtin know- 
leüge ! for, it cannot confift in believing we know 
not What. A right judgment; for, it can never 


conſiſt in giving credit to error, deluſion, or 


fal ſehood, but, in the belief of the truth. A 
cordial affection; for, I may certainly believe 
what I totally diſapprove ; what I ſecretly diſguſt, 
and abhor ; which no perſon can ſuppoſe is the 
ſort of faith, ſo highly celebrated in the ſacred 


volume; and for which, the ſaint of God, whoſe 


deceaſe we are now aiming to improve, was ſo 
eminently diſtinguiſhed by divine goodneſs; and 


_ which he ſo earneſtly, and inyariably recommended, 


in all his public. miniſtrations, as - thouſands can 
teſtify, And, I have no doubt, but that, if he 
could 


to) 


could ſpeak to you at this moment, from the nen 
ions of. bliſs, he would intreat you, never to reſt 
ſatisfied with any thing ſnort of this faith; becauſe, 
without it, you never can believe to the br 
your ſoul. | 
If this be a proper account of faith, and I Fri 
been extremely careful to keep my eye very 
ſteadily fixed upon the only infallible criterion, or 
ſtandard of all chriſtian verity; then, it is greatly 
to be feared, there is but litile faith, even where it 
is much profefled. And, if among infidels, we 
may include thoſe, who are without faith, as well 
as thoſe who deny it, how prodigioufſy will the 
number he increaſed, beyond what. the generality 
of people are accuſtomed to think! f 
From theſe obſervations, which I have fubmined, 
for the ſpecific purpoſe of explaining the ſcriptural 
nature of the faith of the juſt, we paſs on now to 
delineate the moſt ſtriking features, in the Charafter 
of the juſt; of which their faith is the foundation: 
ſo that the one cannot exiſt without the other. If 
the faith be wanting, the charatter muſt be, wanting 
too; as no ſuperſtrutture can — mul 
out its baſis, | 
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SECTION 3 


rox 8 Cablime iid afichat en 
from whence: we are denominated chriſtians; 

that is, the diſciples, the followers, and the friends 
of 


610 
of Chyilt ; I may venture to affirm, without any 


apology ſor ſo doing, that, of all the literary 4 
ſuits in which the human intelle& can be engaged, 


ere is no ſtudy ſo important to an immortal being, 
whoadmits the divinity of the Bible, as the ftudy 
of the charafter, and hiſtory of TuE jusv. For, 
who are the juſt ? Not perhaps the rich, the great, 
the noble, or, the learned of this world. We 
know who hath ſaid, « Hearken, my beloved bre- 
 _ thren, hath not God choſen' the poor of this world 
rich in faith, and heirs of the kingdom, which 
he hath promiſed to them that love him? 
By the juſt, therefore, whatever may be their 
| rank in political ſociety, whether high, or low, 
- rich, or poor, are intended in the ſcriptures of 
A truth, the Tpecial objefts of divine ſavour: thoſe, 
188 who are partakers of the heavenly: calling; calted 


| to be faints: the beloved of the Lord; whom he 
a hath choſen to ſhew forth bis praiſe; to do juſtice 
= to Enos and to walk en with 2 
= God. 
Not that by the jus, we are to underſized 4 
| | character that is ſtrictiy or legally juſt: for, in that 
| bende, there js no ſuch charafterto be found among 
x - men. In this reſpect, „Every mouth muſt be 
wi! ſtopped, and all the world become guilty before 
ai | God: for all have lined, and there is none per- 
I fealy righteous, no, not one.” A leflon this, 
which is conveyed to us in a very uncommon ſtyle, 
ny toſs: 1 the fourth cnn he: book of 


(uu) 
Job; ae be _— while 100 
advert. 

80 that < the Tu, I ſhould eyprobend; mt his 
intended, ſuch as are evangelically juſt: juſt, ac-, 
cording to the analogy of the faith, fo as nat to 
contradid the nature and genius af the gofpel of 
the grace of God: the perſons who are juſt, by 
impet ration by imputation and by impariation ;' 
which are far from being deſtinctions, without a 
difference; more curious than uſeful, or more 
nice than wiſe, For, as far as I have any diſcern- 
ment myſelf in theſe great concerns, in the things 
of the ſpirit of God, they appear to me, to be of 
the utmoſt conſequence, And indeed, I have 
long conſidered it, as a maxim of ineſtimable value, 
in all public inſtrudtion- qui bene diſlinguit, | bene 
docet. He who OR: _ ache 
well.“ 

eee ſhould ſay, 3 
How ſo? By the gracious interpoſition of our re- 
deeming God and Saviour, Jeſus Chriſt ; who, 
by his mediation, ſufferings, obedience unto death, 
and everliving interceſſion, hath obtained for them 
the undeſerved privilege of their being claſſed 
among the favourites of heaven, and the heirs of 
eternal glory. 

- They are juſt too, by zmputation : nin by the 
imputation of the righteouſneſs of their Redeemer ; 
ſetting it down to their account; making it over, 
as it were to them, by the ſovereign conſtitution 
A God, who worketh all things after the 

os counſel 
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N of his own will; and whoſe glorious. pre- 
rogative it is, not to conſult human opinion, or hu- 
man pride, but to do whatſoever it pleaſeth him. 
Ibis is that ſublime righteouſneſs, which you 
find ſo much infiſted on, in this moſt inſtruftive 
epiſtle to the Romans, from whence the text has 
been ſeleAed : which is ſaid to be the righteouſneſs 
of God; a righteouſneſs without the law; even 
the righteouſneſs of God, by faith of Jeſus Chriſt, 
unto all, and por all them that believe: that God 
might be juſt, and the gather of him, who be- 
heveth 1 in Jeſus.” 

In a ſubſequent part, we are told, it is a ria 
vaſe accounted, or imputed; which God him- 
ſelf - imputeth without works; becauſe it is the 
righteouſneſs, not of works, but of faith; which 
mall · be imputed to us, if we believe on bim, that 
raiſed up Jeſus our Lord, from the dead ; who 
was delivered for our . and was raiſed for 
our juſtification. 11 

In a following Rane it is called the gi of 
righteouſneſs; and a gift by grace; and we are 
taught to believe, that it is the perſonal, mediatorial = 
righteouſneſs of Chriſt, which is transferred, with 


all its benefits, in a way of grace, to thoſe who have 


no righteouſneſs of their own, that can juſtify them 
in the fight of God: that, „as fin hath reigned 
unto death, even fo might grace | reign, through 
righteouſneſs, unto. eternal life, by Jeſus Chriſt our 


Lord.” For, Chriſt is the end of the law far 
rightceouſneſs, to every one that believeth.C 


Upon 


Fab (219 )) 
Upon theſe explicit declarations of divine truth, 
T1 offer no comment. They are too plain and ſimple, 
to need them. To gloſs upon them, would be to 
perplex'and confound them. They are ſufficiently 
evident to common ſenſe: which, in many caſes, 
is the beſt ſenſe; as learned ignorance is, of all ig- 
norance, the moſt contemptible. And, as to the 
cavils, and objettions, which have been To often 
ſtarted againſt this efſential article of divine revela- 
tion, with them we have nothing to do. Our of- 
fice is, to preach the word. And, whether it ori- 
ginate in reaſoning pride, in vain conceit, or in 
ſelf-righteouſneſs, he that reproveth God, let 
him anſwer it,” at the judgment of the great day. 
Be it obſerved, however, that the character of 
the righteous belongs to them, who are juſt by 
ien partation; or, by the actual communication of 
the divine influences, and graces of the holy Spirit. 
« For as many as are led by the ſpirit of 
God, into all goodneſs, and righteouſneſs, peace, 
and truth, they—and they only—are 'the ſons 'of 
God.” And of ſuch, the ſcriptures ſpeak, when 
they aſſure us, that, The way of che juſt is up- 
rightneſs:” that „ the tongue of the uſt, is as 
choice ſilver :” and that, « the path of the juſt, is 
as the ſhining light, which ſhineth more and more 
unto the perfect day.“ | 
After all, whatever comparative 3 af 
religion, or of morals, of piety, or virtue, may 
dignify, or adorn the character of the righteous 
wana Fo hats; JO OR 


good, 


a devout plalmiſt, when in 
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good, and finneth not.“ It was no licentious 
writer, who was ingenuous enough to | confeſs, 
that, * in many things we all offend.” And it 


might ſerve to keep us all, where we ought ever to 


be, in the duſt of ſelf-abaſement, if we would aſk 
ourſelves, continually, a very ſerious queſtion, 
once propoſed by a prophet, and a king, Who 


can tell how oft he offendeth ?” 


God forbid, that I ſhould ſtand up in this ſolemn 
place, to indulge in fulſome panegyrick ; to deal out 
llattering encomiums on the memory of the dead; 
or, to tranſgreſs the ſtridteſt bounds of piety, and 
truth! But, may I not confidently appeal to multi- 
tudes, in this large audience, whether, in delineating 
the character of the juſt, I have not been drawing 
the religious portrait of a late eminent miniſter of 
the ſon of God? Was not his tongue as choice 
filver, whenever he was pleading the cauſe of the 
Redeemer ? Was not the way, in which he walked, 
the way of uprightneſs? Was he not a burning, as 
well as a ſhining light ? eſpecially when he was ex- 
hibiting the glory of Chriſt, in his divine perſon 
and his mediatorial offices, and the nature, neceſ- 
fity, and perfection of his great ſalvation. And 
yet, ſo ſenſible was he of his own imperfettion and 
depravity, in his beſt ſlate, that, inſtead of plac- 
ing any dependence upon himſelf; or truſting in 
any works of righteouſneſs, which he had been 
enabled to perform, no man, perhaps lived more 
habitually under the deep impreſſion of that humi- 


his 
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his addreſſes to heaven, he ſaid, * Enter not into 
judgment with thy ſervant, for 'in thy fight. ſhall 
no fleſh living be juſtified.” And, that the life 
which be lived, was in perfect harmony with this 
ſpirit of humility, is moſt evident; for, it was a life 
of faith, which is to be the haſt point of diſcuſſion 
and improvement, from this ſhort,” but very com- 
prehenſive maxim; as it is written, the juſt ſhall 
live by faith.“ | | 1 


— 
SECTION III. 


18 poſſibly you may recolledt, that the 
diſtinguiſhed favourites of the moſt hig 
God, among various other repreſentations, are 
ſometimes ſpoken of, in the inſpired writings, as a 
peculiar people. They muſt therefore be ſingular ; 
becauſe, this is their ſcripture characteriſtick. And, 
this is, unqueſtionably, one of their chief peculiari- 
ties; the particular kind of Life, they are called 
upon to lead, during their abode upon earth; The 
doarines, they embrace, and profeſs, are, indeed, 
peculiar. So are the privileges they enjoy; the 
ſpirit they breathe ; the graces, by which they are 
beautified ; the pleaſures, they experience ; thecha- 
ratter, they ſuſtain ; and the Life, they ate living 
in the fleſh, till the earthly houſe of this tabernacle 

ſhall be diſſolved, and they ſhall be cloathed with - 


immortality and bliſs. For, the jult. ſhall de- by 
faith, 


It 
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It is theiaſes a liſe of faith, by which they are 
diſerimindted from the reſt of mankind: un- 
obſerved, and even deſpiſed, perhaps, by thoſe, who 
know not God, and obey not the goſpel: by 
thoſe who are living a life of ſenſe, and vanity; of 
pride and folly ; of diſſipation, and worldly luſt. 
To perſons of this deſcription, ſuch a ſort of life, 
may appear weak, and ignorant; abſurd, and 
irrational; affetled, and viſionary. It may be 
deemed as ſtrange by theſe, as the doctrine of 
the reſurrettion was, by the learned and philoſophi- 
cal auditory, that attended the memorable addreſs 
of Saint Paul, in the city of Athens, But, you 
muſt permit me to remark here, that however ſur- 


priſing, myſterious, or unaccountable, it may 


ſeem to any of us, this'is the life we {hall certainly 
lead, if ever we belong to the bleſſed number of the 
juſt. For, the truth is, that no man is a believer 
to the ſaving of his ſoul, unleſs he is actually 
living this very life; unleſs he is living by faith. 

By faith, in what? And by faith, in whom? In 
a general view, by faith in the Word, the Providence, 
and the Grace of God. Or, to be more minute 
and explicit, and of courſe more intelligent, and 
 inſtruQtive, by faith in the nature, perſections, and 
will of God, as revealed in the ſcripture of his 
own inſpiration: in the holineſs, and wiſdom ; the 
power, and the mercy ; the truth, and the covenant, 
of that incomprehenſible Trinity, who is the God of 
all grace, and mercy; all power, and ſalvation. 
| | The 
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The life. of the juſt, is a life of faith in the Son 
of God; in his perſon, work, and offices; in his 
ſacrifice, his character, and love: in the eſſential 
deity of his perſon—in the perfeQtion of his 
mediatorial  undertaking—in the neceſſity, ſuit- 
ableneſs, and value of his ſeveral offices and in 
the conſummate excellency of the charaQter; not 
only as worthy of all poſſible admiration and 
eſteem, but as the great chriſtian pattern, which 
it is our duty to imitate ; our honour, io copy; our 
ſupreme happineſs to follow, as much as we poſſi- 
bly can. For, though to loſe ſight of his vicarious 
ſufferings, for the remiſſion of our fins; or, of his 
imputed righteouſneſs, for the complete acceptance 
of our perſons into the | favour of God, and 
our future admiſſion to the kingdom of glory, 
would be the very height both of folly and ruin, 
may we never forget, that the great author and 
finiſher of faith hath left us an example, that we 
ſhould walk in his ſteps. x 
The life of the juſt is a life of faith, in all the 
rich variety of characters, by which the Holy 
Ghoſt is pointed out to us in the ſacred volume: 
whether, as the Lord and giver of ſpiritual life; 
or, as the teacher - the leader---the ſanQifier---the 
comforter---and the preſerver, of all the eled peo- 
ple of God, through the whole ſeries, and in all 
the numberleſs difficulties, of their ſpiritual warfare. 
From all this, it is very eaſy to perceive, for 
what the juſt are living by faith, in the ever bleſſed 
and glorious Trinity : it is not merely, nor ſo much 
| C | for 
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for temporal mercies, and protection, as ſor all 


ſpiritual bleſſings in heavenly things, in Chriſt 


Jeſus: it is, for all the purpoſes of juſtification ; 
and, of ſanctification; and, of conſolation; and, 
of preſervation ; and, in a word, of their preſent 
and everlaſting falvation. 

So that, the ſum total of this life, and the every 
ay of it, may be ſaid to conſiſt, in their living en- 
trely out of themſelves, upon the all-ſufficient 
fullneſs of Chriſt. Becauſe, if the ſcriptures are 
to be credited, they have no grace---no ſtrength--- 
no hope no joy---no peace---no purity, but what 
they muſt derive entirely from him. He is the 
fountain of living waters; their wiſdom, their 
righteouſneſs, their ſanttification, and their re- 
demption. For, it hath pleaſed the Father, that 
in him ſhould all fullneſs dwell ; that, in all things, 
he might have the pre- eminence; and that, ac- 
cording as it is written, he that glorieth, ſhould glory 
in the Lord. 

The Reaſonableneſs of ſuch a life, is very clear, 
to my apprehenfion. For, does it not render the 
creature, what he really is, nothing? and the 
Saviour, what he certainly ought to be, every 
thing? Is not this, the molt fit, and proper thing 
in the world? Is not the ſelf-renouncing virtue of 
faith, one of its principal excellencies ? Does it 
not exactly correſpond with the nature of man, 
as a totally dependent Being---as a Being, all made 
up of wants and necteflities-and, as a Being of un- 
ſpeakable demerit? Does it not exadly harmonize 

with 
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with the conſtitution, and ſpirit, of the gphel: 

with the exceeding riches of the divine grace, and 

mercy, diſplayed in that , ſcheme, of redemption? 
And, does it not entirely fall in with that determi- 
nation of heaven, in which we are afſured, that, 
« The loftineſs of man ſhall be brought down, and 
the haughtineſs of man ſhall be laid low, and the 
| Lord alone ſhall be exalted ? I know of no method, 
in which this can be done, ſo effettually, as by 
+ that, of living by the faith of the juſt. 

As to the Piety of this life, that indeed is implied 
in all the preceding obſervations. And, though 
the ideas of different perſons, upon the ſame fab. 
je, may be different, to my conceptions, a prin- 
cipal branch of all evangelical rightequſneſs, and 
true holineſs, is, humility. And, faith diſpoſes 
the heart, in which it really dwells, not, like the 
Phariſee, to plume itſelf upon its ſuperior excel- 
lence; but to be inſenſihle, as it were, tg all its 
own purity, and goodneſs, in the over: howering 
ſenſe of the infinite holineſs of God. So, the 
ſeraphim are repreſented, in heaven jitſelf, as 
veiling their faces, and covering their feet, in the 
preſence of Him, before whoſe throne they ſtand. 

And, for the very ſame reaſon, the comelineſs of 
Daniel, you are told in his prophecies, was tumed 
into corruption. Nor, are we any thing, in the 
light of God, but what is. offenſive, till, we are no- 


thing, in gur qun fight. 


It is the property of faith, to. work, by love; to 
uy arif? the heart; and to teach us to glory, as we 


C 2 ought 
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. ought. And, no man can be ſaid to glory, as 
- he ought, till he has learnt to ſay, with no mean 
charatter, « God forbid that 1 ſhould glory, fave 
in the croſs of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; by whom 
the world is crucified unto me, and 1 unto the 
world.” 
That this life of faith is a life of Comfort, will 
readily be admitted, by thoſe, who cordially ſub- 
[cribe to the teſtimony of divine truth. For, upon 
that teſtimony, we are informed, that there is no 
peace with God---no joy in the Holy Ghoſt--.no well 
founded ſenſe of the divine favour, to be ex- 
perienced in any other way, We may ſeek it 
in any other mode---we may deduce it from any 
other ſource--.-we may flatter ourſelves with vain 
deluſions, wrap ourſelves up in idle conceits, and 
| port ourſelves, till death itſelf ſhall overtake us, 
in our dreams of happinefs and hope ; but, ever- 
laſting difappointment will be our reward. 
Wich what unſpeakable ſatisfaction then ought 
© we to remember, that almoſt the whole of the very 
long life, of that uſeful, and venerable ſervant. of 
God, by whoſe departure we are now labouring to 
profit, was, this life of faith: and, to this it may be 
| aſcribed, under the influence of divine grace, that 
the conſtant tenor of his days was, 

A life of order, and ++, J | 

A life of diligence, and ſtud) / 

A life of temperance, and ono 

A life of chearfulneſs, and 9 8 2 


| A life 
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A life of vigour, and aftivity; _ 
A life of ſteadineſs, and conſiſteney. 
The truth of all which, is atteſted by thoſe, 
who knew him moſt intimately, during the period 
of fifty years. 
Among the moſt amiable outlines of his moral 


character, it was very eaſy to trace that, of great 


exertions in the ſervice of beneficence, and com- 
paſſion to the poor. So much ſo, that it has been 
affirmed, by perſons of integrity, that he generally 
raiſed no leſs a ſum than three hundred pounds, 
annually, for the benefit, and comfort, of the poor 
of his own pariſh. 

As a Man, there can be no queſtion, but that he 
had his weakneſſes, and infirmities. But, as I was 
entirely ignorant of them myſelf, I can ſay nothing 
about them. And indeed, had I been better ac- 
quainted with them, that charity, without which, all 
other virtues are ſaid to be nothing, would oblige | 


me to throw a veil over them all. 


In his dreſs, he was perfectly plain, but always 
neat, He had a general knowledge of men and 
things. His powers of converſation were con- 
ſiderable; eaſy, unaffected, and always pious. | 

As a Subject of theſe realſh, a more loyal one, 
upon principles, the moſt dilintereſted, and pure, 
was not to be found. He was neither a character, 
nor a preacher, of ſedition: no, ſecret fomentor of 
faction, under the ſpecious pretence of civil or re- 
ligious liberty: no political peſtilence : no enemy in 


diſguiſe, either to the church, or to the ſtate. 
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As an Author, nothing can be more evident, to 
the impartial and judicious reader of his works, 
than that he wrote, not for human fame, or learned 
reputation, but, for what he conceived to be the 
religious benefit of mankind. And, indeed, 

« Fame is no plant, that grows on mortal ſoil, 

Nor in the gliſtening foil, 

« 1 off to the world, nor in broad rumour lies; 

| t lives, and ſpreads aloft, by thoſe pure eyes, 

And perfect witneſs of all-judging heaven.” 

As a Miniſter of the eſtabliſhment, he was firmly 

attached to the articles of its faith, to the forms of 
its devotion, and to its eccleſiaſtical authority; 
. without diſturbing, or oppoſing, thoſe, who affect 
a greater purity of doctrine, and government; by 
the moſt reſpectable of whom, he was "oy ny 
eſteemed, 

As a Preacher, thou my in the” eli cuſtom 
of delivering his ſermons without any notes, he was 
neither inaccurate, wild, viſionary, rhapſodical, nor 
enthuſiaſtic; but, in his method, exact: in his lan- 
guage, corrett: in his arguments, pointed, and con- 
ciſe: in his manner, ſerious, earneſt; and affec- 
tionate: and in his ſyle, poſſeſſed, in an unuſual 
degree, of the very ſable gift of expreſling him- 
ſelf with the moſt intelligible ſimplicity, without a 
ſhade of vulgarity. So that, while the meaneſt of 
his hearers might clearly underſtand, thoſe, who 
had been favoured' with' a more liberal education, 
could not but admire that pager RO that 

. As 
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E As ſome are ſo preſumptuous and ſelf. confident; 
as to pour forth their extemporaneous, incoherent 
effuſſions, without any pre-meduation, others are 
weak enough to ſuppoſe, that all, who do not uſe 
written ſermons, are guilty of the fame indecent 
practice. To one of this, deſcription, who had 
taken up a great deal of his time, by viſiting him 
on a morning. he regularly preached, he was com- 
pelled to ſay, „Sir, I muſt now beg you would 
retire; as I really do not preach by inſpiration. 
He no doubt felt it his duty, as it was his in- 
variable practice, to illuſtrate, and enforce, all the 
fundamental Doftrines, as well as Dutzes, of our moſt 
holy faith: conceiving, as he evidently did, that 
the belief of divine truth was full as eſſential to the 
Chriſtian character, as the ſanQification of the 
ſpirit, and the obedience of the life. It appeared 
to him, what to deny, is to give up the cauſe of 
revelation at once, that the Principles of Chriſtianity 
are as important, in their nature, and place, as its 
Precepts ; and that both muſt ſand, or fall, to- 
gether: and, as no man can be conſiſtent with 
himſelf, as a public teacher, without the adoption 
of ſome ſyſtem, the ſyſtem he adopted, and, which 
indeed, as an honeſt man, he was bound to adopt, 
by ſubſcribing, ex animo, the doArinal anticles 9 
our church, was calviniſtic. | 
As to the utility of bis miniſterial labours, ih 
were without any intermifſion, for almoſt threeſcore 
years, not only in the metropolis, but in many 
other cities and towns, I might refer you to many 
| living 
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living witnefſes of his ſucceſs : for inſtances, of 
real converſion; that is, converſion to Chriſt, as 
the only refuge and hope of ſalvation. For, till 
this is the caſe; the great point is not gained: and 
for this reaſon, no other preaching is evangelical 
preaching, but that, which produces this effect. 
* We preach not ourſelves, but Chriſt Jeſus the 
Lord. We preach Chriſt crucified. Philip went 
down to Samaria, and preached Chriſt unto them. 
Chriſt is preached, and therein 1 do rejoice, yea, 
and will rejoice. Whom therefore we preach, warn- 
ing every man, and teaching every man, that we 
may preſent every man perfect in Chriſt Jeſus, 
Vnto him ſhall men come. In the Lord ſhall all 
the ſeed of Iſrael be buntes, and in him ſhall mw 
glory.” 

This therefore is to be FER primary | obje of 
all our public miniſtrations. And, why ſo? Be- 
cauſe he tells us himſelf; that he is Alpha, and 
Omega, the beginning, and the end, the firſt and 
the laſt, Becauſe, in him are hidden all the trea- 
ſures of wiſdom and knowledge ; and in him dwell. 
eth all the fullneſs of the Godhead bodily. He is 
the way, the truth, and the life. And, though we 
may amuſe ourſelves, and deceive others, with 
ingenious treatiſes, and philoſophic eſſays, on virtue 
and morality, falſely ſo called—the ſcriptures them- 
ſelves, whether read, or preached, are no other- 
wiſe intended to make us wiſe unto ſalvation, but 
by faith, that is in Chriſt Jeſus : nor ſhould any man 


| (5) | 
be regarded, in this reſpect, any further than as he 
preaches, not himſelf, but Chriſt Jeſus the Lord. 

In the hiſtory of preachers, it is very well known, 
that, every man hath his proper gift: ſome, to rea- 
ſon; others, to perſuade : ſome, to inform; others, 
to alarm: ſome, to convict; and others, to con- 
firm. Happy they, who unite in their own perſons 
that comprehenſive definition of eloquence, given 
us by the Roman Orator, inſtruendo - delectando 
—movendo; inſtructing, deiighting, and moving; 
of which we ought certainly to be ambitious, if we 

mean to diſcharge our office, with benefit to others, 
or with ſatisfaction to ourſelves. 

The peculiar talent, with which this eminent miniſ- 
ter was favoured of God, appears to have been, not 
that, of harrowing up the ſouls of his hearers, and 
driving them into the regions of horror, and de- 
ſpair; terrifying their diſtracted imaginations, or 
afflicting their wounded conſciences; but, of 
illuſtrating the preciouſneſs of Chriſt; enforcing 
the duty of faith; and adminiſtring the balm of 
Gilead to the troubled ſpirit. His principal ſub- 
jects were indeed the two former, in order to the 
latter: for, however he might be led occaſionally 
to digreſs from them, he ſeemed always to return 
to them with renewed ardour. | 

Upon. this ground, ſome have thought fit to 
ſtart an objeQion to the uſefulneſs of his miniſtry, 
from its perpetual ſameneſs. But, might we not 
ſtart a ſimilar objedtion to the ſun itſelf? from its 
perfect unifogmity. Does it not riſe on each ſuc- 
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1 ceeding day, never ſo much as varying its aſpett? 
3 and yet, always beautiſul, always beneficial. And, 
notwithſtanding the general ideas, and plan, 
| of all the diſcourſes of this valuable preacher, 
were the fame, who, that had a taſte for devotion, 
or doctrine, did not admire that aſſemblage of truth, 
4 beauty, and utility; that divine ſimplicity, and 
1 that heavenly unttion ; with which they were ever 
1 enriched. 

| g | It is a circumſtance, which, I think, may be 
| i 1 noticed, as very ſeldom occurring in the hiſtory of 
is any man; that, in the courſe of his official duties, 
he delivered a critical, evangelical, and prattical 
f commentary, upon the whole ſcriptures, from one 
of the pulpits, in which he was regularly engaged. 
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There ſtood the meſlenger of truth. There ſtood 
© The legate of the ſkies. His theme divine; 
His office ſacred; his credentials clear. 

By him, the violated LAW ſpoke out 

4 Its thunders; and by him, in ſtrains as ſweet 

| As angels uſe, the GOSPEL whiſpered PEACE.” 


1 ä So wonderfully were his natural ſtrength, and 
vl mental faculties preſerved to him, by the good 
iy |» providence of God, to the lateſt ſtage of his ex- 
F iſtence, that a more accurate, animated, or im- 
preſſive ſermon was ſcarce ever delivered by any 

perſon, in the vigour of his days, and powers, than 
10 was uttered by him, in this hogs ſpot, at the ad- 
e n ages of, "phy. 
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As we can only ſpeak of men, according to our 
conceptions of them, he was, in my humble opinion, 
a modern patriarch: who, after having lived the 
life of faith, was tranſlated, on the triumphant wings 
of faith, to the manſions of eternal reſt and peace; 
anticipating, with his departing ſpirit, and with his 
dying lips, the employment of heaven; the bea- 
tiſic viſion of his Redeemer; and the approaching 
glory, which was about to be revealed in him. | 


He never let a day, or night unhallowed pals, _ 
Without remembering what his Lord tor kim had 
had done. 


He found the bleſſedneſs of being juſt : 


And, to add greater honours to his age, 
Than man can give, he died, praiſeng his God.“ 


Who can forbear exclaiming, at thought of 
this, „O let me die the death of the righteous, 
and, let my laſt end be like his!” But, if we really 
mean, and wiſh to die their death, let us labour, and 
pray, to live their life: to live like him, and live 
with him, whoſe deceaſe we are permitted to la- 
ment, as a public loſs, but, whoſe preſent felicities 
are unſpeakable, and will be everlaſting, iu in chat 
happy ſlate, whe re w 


+ Through the ie grace of Him, who bled on earth, 
He hears the inexpreſſive nuptial ſong, 

* In the bleſt kingdoms meek of joy, and love. 
There entertain him all the ſaints above, 

In ſolemn troop and fweet ſocieties, 1 11 
That ſing, and, ſinging, in heir glory more, 
oy And wipe the tears for ever from his e eyes.” 
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APPENDIX. 


AS in diſcourſes of this kind, every effort 
ſhould be made for the benefit of the living, as 
well as in becoming celebration of the dead, 
| T have taken leave to ſubjoin ſome ſhort 
Maxims, on the excellencyof r a1TH—/elefled 
from one of the moſt pious writers, and 
devoted miniſters, of the preſent century. 


— 


AITH does not conſiſt in thinking that my ſins are 
comparatively little, and therefore may be forgiven ; 
but, in knowing that they are very great, and believing that, 
though they are ever ſo many and great, paſt or preſent, 
Chriſt's blood 1s above them all. | 


Tur man who comes to Chriſt, without any deſire or 
expectation of being created in him unto good works, 
and having his nature renewed in holineſs, 1s a fool, or 
an infidel. He neither knows nor believes one tittle of 


the goſpel. 


Tar remiſſion of ſins, apprehended by faith, is the 
diſſolution or ending of Satan 8 ba in us, and vhe 
beginning, foundation, and principle of a new nature, 
Kate, 1 life in God through Chril. | 


FAITH 


— —— — — 


( 290 NY 
FAtrTH can do more than remove mountains, it can 
Nill a clamorous conſcience; make a bad conſcience 


good; ſoften a hard heart; bend a ſtubborn will; and 
| Fring God and man together. KG. 


Tux Chriſtian is happy in Chriſt's forgiveneſs, Chriſt's 
righteouſneſs, and Chriſt's beatitudes; but chiefly ſo in 


the two firſt; and only unhappy, becauſe he is imperfect 
in the laſt. 


—— —-— 


In Chriſt we ate as innocent and clear of all blame be- 
fore God, as Adam was at his creation. Thus is the great 
myſtery, great truth, and great comfort of the 41 5 * 
and if it is not true, all ſcripture is falſe, or comparatively - 
of little worth. | 


I believe for the remiſhon of ſins; I believe for Chriſt's 
righteouſneſs; I believe for power to love God and man; 
I believe for belief; and God knows I had rather be a 
believer, than a King. 


Ir one man had all the graces and good actions that 
ever were in the world, to plead for himſelf, they would 
not juſtify him to God; and if all the fins of all the world 
were to meet in the perſon of one man, the blood of 


Chriſt would infinitely outweigh them, 


I know my ſins are a vaſt heap, and more in number 
than the hairs of my head, but I will think no more of 
them . to deny and try myſelf) for the remainder 
of my life: I will look IX unto Jeſus ; and, if a better 
_ obedience does not ſpring from this faith and looking, I 
| ſhall for ever deſpair of attaining to it. * 


I find 


* ” 


(%%% 


find at difficult to believe that God: can forgive me, 
a beeauſe J cannot forgive myſelf. There is great comfort 
in Ifaiah ev. 5% 8. Let the wieked forlake; his,way, 
and the unrighteous man his thoughts ;; and let him re- 
turn unto the Lord, and he will have mercy on him, 
and to our God, for he-will abundantly pardon: For 
my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your 
ways my ways, ſaith the Lord.“ 'E 


* 


— 
= 


Gop does not expett to be loved and praiſed by us, 

but for his benefits, as proofs and tokens of the riches of 
his nature; and, as weak, dependent creatures, we muſt 

look up to him for the communications of his goodneſs, 

and think ourſelves more happy in receiving — him 
what we want, than if we could give it to curſelves. 


HE who, with a conſciouſneſs and acknowledgement 
of great imperfection, truſts in the righteouſneſs of 
| Chriſt, is a better chriſtian, than a more perfect man, 
who truſts in his own. He who does not rejoice in the 
Lord, and feel God's peace as a cordial at his heart, is a 

chriſtian of a low form, and hardly a believer. Why 

are we ſo often lumpiſh, heavy, and almoſt at our wits 

end, but becauſe we look for comfort in ourſelves more 
than in Chriſt, and do no not charge it enough upon our 
ſouls to rejoice purely, ſimply, a only in him? 


. * 


Wurd we have received nothing from God, we 
think we have enough of our own, and are ſufficiently 
proud of it; what we receive from him, in anſwer to 
prayer, under a ſenſe of our poverty, is all 1 to the 
account of grace, and humbles us in the duſt. 


* 


Tu mercy of God is above all my fins, and all my 

fears; and when I percieve it in my own mind and con- 
ſcience to be ſo, ſee the neceſſity. of mercy, and joy full 
embrace the offer of it, the ſpirit beareth witneſs wit 

my ſpirit;“ and the witneſs is good, without, and Pe 
| wor 


, - | | . : 4 
6 * 
works; and faith perceives itſelf by its own light. O 


Father, ſweet is thy mercy; O Jeſus ſweet is thy love; 
ſweet, O bleſſed Spirit, is thy teſtimony to the ſoul. 


Gop put the yoke of the law upon the necks of the 
Jews, the devil puts it on the necks of chriſtians. 


I would not be without direction, reſtraint, and 
aſſiſtance, from God if I might; dependance on him is 
my ſecurity, happineſs, and-great glory ; he can do all 
things well; Iam ſure I cannot : And, how will my foul 
exult in his goodneſs, glow with gratitude, . bleſs and 
adhere to him, when I know I am not overlooked, and 
that he has heard and helped me in the very thing I aſked 
of him; I queſtion whether any man ever truly loves and 
praiſes God, till he has been ſo helped. 


Gop never pardons one fin, but he pardons all; and 


we diſhonour him more by not truſting in him for com- 


235 forgiveneſs, than ever we did by ſinning againſt 


m. 


WHEN fin, paſt and preſent, appears in its true ſhape, 
with all its horid malignity, and deſert of damnation, 
then is the time for a full fight of Chriſt : And, O! how 
2 does ** the ſun of righteouſneſs ariſe” to the 

nighted, fin-burdened ſoul, with healing in his 
wings!” How ſweetis mercy; how precious the name ot 
Jeſus; and how dear his blood to the awakened, guilty 
- conſcience! Let it ever be remembered how great the 
obligation! 


— — 


Ir is the will of God, and well- leaſing to God, that 
I ſhould rejoice continually before kim in the acceptance 
and poſſeſſion of Chriſt, as made unto us wiſdom, righte- 
ouſneſs, ſanctification, and redemption. 8 

WE 


a 0 — 
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Wi are apt fooliſhly and impiouſly to harden our- 

ſelves againſt the comfort of ſcripture, by poring con- 

tinually upon our ſins. Why, man, it is as ttue that 


Chriſt died tor fin, as that the wages of fin is death, and 
full as dangerous to diſbelieve one, as the other. 


Ir is diſowning — belief, wronging my ſoul, and 
giving the lie to God, to think but for a moment that 
e in Chriſt is not above all my ſins. Th 


THe belief of Chriſt's atonement and imputed righte- 
ouſneſs, ſeems to be God's way for our attaining any 
degree of righteouſneſs of our own, or all the inherent 
and infuſed righteouſueſs we ever ſhall be capable of; 
and if this method is of God's appointing, it is us 
truſting to any other. 


— 


Tux end of the commandment is charity, out of a 
pure heart, and that ſpringing from a good conſcience, 
urged from the ſenſe of guilt, by faith unteigned. 
Thad is in this way the wiſdom of God, and the oe 
of God, though it ſeem ever ſo abſurd to the reaſon of 


Tu remiſſion of fins, apprehended and applied by 
faith, opens a new kind of intercourſe between God and 
the ſoul; the veil is rent that barred its entrance into 
the moſt holy place, and it now ſtands continually be- 
fore God to receive advice, infliruttion, and all manner 
ol gracious ſknttifying influences. 


— 6 


Tus particular doftrines of the geſpel, juſtification 
by faith, &c. muſt not only be revealed to us, but in 
. th SILLS us; 


"9+ Yo 00-9 | 
us; and God therefore reveals them to us, that we may 
go to him, to have them revealed in us. | 9 


— —— 


WHEN we are wearied, and quite ſpent with 1 

out a righteouſneſs of our own, we caſt ourſelves with 

great advantage upon Chriſt for his; and there is then 

little danger. of our being hurt "7 this doctrine. The 

ſenſe of ſuch a relief in our time of need, will be inſtead 

of a thouſand arguments to make us preſs on to the utmoſt 
perfection of holineſs we are capable of. 


= 


\ 
— 


Wx may read, think, reaſon, be convinced, and wil - 
ling, and glad to acquieſce; but after all, it is hard for 
any man to believe for the remiſſion of ſins, in good 
earneſt, till it is given him of God. | 


— 


EvER ching in religion is God's gift. It is better on 
all accounts it ſhould be ſo, than otherwiſe. 


Man will do ſomething, if not all, for himſelf; he 
will earn his ſalvation, either in whole or in part. It is 
the great goſpel myſtety to acquaint us that the attempt 1s 
vain, and that if ever we are ſaved, it muſt be by grace. 


FA1TH is the means of attaining to the ſpirit, and the 
ſpirit is the ſpring of our power and poſlibility of working. 
Faith in this view, and embraced for this end, will ſtand 
its ground againſt all oppoſition. There can be no pre- 
tence for decrying it as an enemy to good works. 


CES 


Tux myſtery of the goſpel, as diſtinguiſhed from the 
law, conſiſts in changing the order of two words, one 
ſays, * do, and live,” the other ſays, © live, and do.” 

IT 
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It is impoſſible for a conſiderate perſon to think him- 
ſelf ſafe upon the foundation of his own works. The 
conſequence is plain: We have then nothing to truſt to 
but an aft of grace from God, or ſomething that is not 
our own, And bs by a ſtrange perverſeneſs, when the 


only proper relief is propoſed to us, we naturally reject 
it, either in whole or in part. | | 


If we knew the goſpel to be what it is, and what the 
angels, who muſt know, ſaid it was, viz. © Glory to 
God in the higheſt; and on earth peace, good will to- 


wards men;“ or, a full diſcharge from all guilt and blame; 
and from the bond of the law, as a covenant, we ſhould be 


apt to ſay of it, It is too good news to be true.“ 


THE mercy of God, in the forgiveneſs of our ſins, can 
never be underſtood or den; can be no motive of 
love, gratitude and obedience, till we know the extent of 
our obligation in a full convittion of our demerits; but 
this can never be, ſo long as we pride ourſelves on the 
rectitude of cur nature, and ſtand upon the falſe bottom 
of a few moral performances. p 


HoRACE'sS *© ſunt verba & voces, &c.“ is a vain 
boaſt; Cicero's offices, and the divine Plato can do me 
no good. Chriſt delivered for our- offences, and raiſed 


again for our juſtification,” is the religion I want. 


To ſay that we are juſtified by works, is ſaying that 
we are juſtified by fin. Put the good actions of the beſt 
men into one ſcale, and their 1 into another, and ſee 


whether the latter will not preponderate. And if ſo, the 
reſult is ſin. | | 


Tnx doctrine of juſtification by faith alone, could 
never ſtand its ground long at a time. This is to me a 
root of its truth and excellent tendency. It is not at all 
Fordthe purpoſe of a corrupt world; and therefore it 
| | 18 
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is no wonder it ſhould be rejected, as often as it makes-its 
Appearance. 


s 


v » 
- 


. SINFUL man, ſaved in Chrift, always was, and al- 
ways will be a myſtery. But where is the mylery of our 
being ſaved by an inherent righteouſneſs? Oh] why 
does ſinful man for ever diſpute againſt his remedy, and 
return to the beggarly elements of the world, the fleſh, 
and the powers of nature, when the mercy of God is fo 

lainly declared, and ſo fully made over to him, as his 
only help and comfort. St. Paul told the Jews of his 
day, that juſtification was by faith only, and not by the 
works of the law. Suppoſe now they had underſtood 
this aſſertion of the ceremonial law, as many have done 
ſince, might they not very juſtly have ſaid, © Neither 
do we look to be juſtified, or accepted with God for our 
obſervation of the ceremonial part of the law, but for our 
obedience to the whole law, and efpecially the moral.” 
It is plain therefore that St. Paul, in ſpeaking of this 
matter, always means the whole law, rotunde, as Martin 
Luther ſays; or elſe the diſpute between them would 
ſoon have 4H at an end. He would only have affirmed, 
what they never denied. | 


REDEMPTION by the blood ct Chriſt (mark it well, 
O my ſoul!) is the ground-work of the majeſtic trium- 
phant ſong of praiſe in heaven; Rev. v. 9. And a 
diſpoſition to join in it, our chief capacity for it, and our 
actual happineſs in time and eternity. 


Wx are juſtified all at once; without law, and in 

2 of law; and for no other reaſon, but becauſe Chriſt 

ied for us. When we are ſettled in this belief, law and 
conſcience are upon good terms again. 


WHEN we come to underſtand the nature and extent 
of chriſtian morals, we. ſee at once the neceſſity of re- 
miſſion and of divine help: Theſe are two material points 
of difference betwixt chriſtianity, and all the ſects of pa- 
gamiim, The Stoics, who ſpoke excellently of virtue, 
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and were the moſt introverted ſeft, were withal felt- 
_ ſifficient. r 43 
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HUMAN perfection is reality of deſire, and ſincerity of 
endeayour, and that in Chriſt is accepted: perfect righ- 
tequfneſs was attained only by Chriſt, and that is imputed. 
Theſe are two joyful truths of our religion; and I know 
of no other that can quiet the ſoul, or carry it on with ſo 
fwift a progreſs towards real holineſs, | | 


cy 


IT is the property of faith, firſt to empty the ſoul, and 
chen to fill it with comfort, and, ſtrengthen it with duty; 


at the fame time that I ſee {in in the ſhape ot a fury, I ice 
it nailed to the croſs. 


It is a moſt reviving, tranſporting thought, that faith 
makes me as clean from all ſpot of fin, as pure and per- 
tettly white, as a ſaint in heaven; and if I do not believe 


in Chriſt chiefly for this, what do I believe in him tor? 


FAITH, is truſt in the promiſes of God for eternity, 


— 
- 


LorD, have mercy upon me, and help me: I am 
furrounded with enemies, which I cannot reſiſt but in th 
ſtrength, and muſt fall a prey to them without thy af. 
ſiſlance. Suffer not thy name to be diſhonoured in the 

deſtruction of thy 2 creature, and the 9 of the 

owers of darkneſs over thy promiſe for my falvation. 

| Lec the confeſſion of my 3 and of my depend- 

ance upon thee, prevail with thee in Chriſt to ſtand up in 

my defence; and do thou get the victory, and be glo- 
rified in thyſelf, and in thy own goodneſs. Amen, 

_ | 
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